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green pastures of the prairie. From the mouth of the
St. Lawrence to the Delta of the Mississippi, and
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, these savages
possessed certain points of resemblance which bore
witness of their common origin ; but at the same time
they differed from all other known races of men :
they were neither white like the Europeans, nor
yellow like most of the Asiatics, nor black like the
negroes. Their skin was reddish brown, their hair
long and shining, their lips thin, and their cheekbones
very prominent. The languages spoken by the North
American tribes were various as far as regarded their
words, but they were subject to the same grammatical
rules. These rules differed in several points from
such as had been observed to govern the origin of
language. The idiom of the Americans seemed to
be the product of new combinations, and bespoke an
effort of the understanding of which the Indians of
our days would be incapable.
The social state of these tribes differed also in many
respects from all that was seen in the Old World.
They seemed to have multiplied freely in the midst of
their deserts without coming in contact with other
races more civilized than their own. Accordingly,
they exhibited none of those indistinct, incoherent
notions of right and wrong, none of that deep cor-
ruption of manners, which is usually joined with
ignorance and rudeness among nations which, after
advancing to civilization, have relapsed into a state of
barbarism. The Indian was indebted to no one but
himself; his virtues, his vices, and his prejudices
were his own work ; he had grown up in the wild
independence of his nature. . . .
The Indians, although they are ignorant and poor,
are equal and free. At the period when Europeans
first came among them the natives of North America